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Marvel’s Stan 
Lee speaks to 
CSULB students 
at the Carpenter 
Center. 
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Hooping it 
upinthe 
a Women’s 
basketball 
moon Bes matchup (UConn 


at Ohio State) 


LBSU is part of this | 5 

year’s ESPN’s NCAA 

tip-off. Here’s some men’s basketball games from Virginia 
facts to get you caught at George Washington at 7:30 p.m. last 
up on the most night to Kansas at Michigan State at 10 p.m. 


gluttonous day tonight 
of basketball 


outside of 
March 


Madness. National championships between the teams playing (Oregon, Utah, 
Kentucky, Duke, Georgia Tech, Maryland, Kansas and Michigan State) 


32.5 
hours of basketball 


The LBSU men’s basketball team tipped off against BYU at 10:45 p.m. Monday as part of ESPN’s 
24-hour basketball coverage. Full coverage of the game is available on daily49er.com. 
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WASHINGTON — The Paris 
terror attacks yielded fresh urgency in 
Washington over the need to defeat 
the Islamic State, but no clear strategy 
emerged Monday amid warnings from 
both the government and the militant 
group that the United States could face 
similar assaults on the homeland. 

During a day filled with sec- 
ond-guessing, competing ideas and 
bipartisan criticism, only one thing 
was clear: The tragedy that left at 
least 129 people dead in Paris, the 
capital of America’s oldest ally, was a 
game-changer in a 15-month campaign 
that has failed to contain the Islamic 
State despite a U.S.-led air war that has 
included more than 8,100 airstrikes. 

Three days after the Paris tragedy, 
CIA Director John Brennan delivered 
a chilling prediction that similar terror 
attacks are likely in store for the United 
States and allied Western countries. 

Saying that the French attack 
was probably not “a one-off event,” 
Brennan, using a common acronym 
for the Islamic State, added: “This is 
something that was deliberately and 
carefully planned over the course, I 
think, of several months. I would antici- 
pate that this is not the only operation 
ISIL has in the pipeline.” 

That warning was amplified by a di- 
rect threat issued in a new video posted 
on a website the Islamic State has used 
to broadcast previous messages. In it, 
a man wearing a turban and military 
fatigues, identified in subtitles as “al 
Ghareeb the Algerian,” states: “We say 
to the states that take part in the cru- 
sader campaign that, by God, you will 
have a day, God willing, like France’s, 
and by God, as we struck France in the 
center of its abode in Paris, then we 
swear that we will strike America at its 
center in Washington.” 

There were increased security con- 
cers in the nation’s capital. 

While introducing Brennan to 
an audience of scholars, reporters, 
intelligence officials and congressional 
aides at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, the think tank’s 
head, John Hamre, cited the “events in 
Paris over the weekend” and provided 
instructions on what to do if there were 
a terrorist attack in downtown Wash- 
ington during the CIA chief’s address. 

“If there’s a problem that emerges, 
I’m going to ask you to follow me,” 
Hamre said. “I’m responsible for your 
safety.” 

Hamre then pointed to the emergen- 
cy exits behind him and to his sides. 
Gesturing to the CIA chief, he added: “I 
am going to spend my time taking care 
of Director Brennan, but I will also take 
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Call to do more against Islamic State doesn't settle discord over strategy 


Members of the French Foreign Legion guard near the Eiffel Tower on Monday, Nov. 16, 2015 in Paris. 


care of you, too.” 

Some of the heightened debate 
featured predictable partisan criticism, 
with Republican lawmakers redoubling 
their claims that President Barack 
Obama has pursued weak and indeci- 
sive policies against the Islamic State. 

“The urgency of confronting this 
threat before attacks reach our own 
shores is self-evident,’ Senate Armed 
Services Committee Chairman John 
McCain, an Arizona Republican said. 

Accusing Obama of sticking to “‘a 
failed strategy,” McCain added: “The 
slaughter in Paris was not a ‘setback,’ 
as the president said today. It was an act 
of war. It is long past time for President 
Obama to wake up to reality, change 
course, and adopt a new strategy to 
achieve the decisive and lasting defeat 
of ISIL.” 

McCain, however, offered no 
suggestions for a modified strategy, 
and most GOP presidential candidates 
did not budge from their longstanding 
agreement with Obama, supported by 
opinion polls, that American combat 
troops should not be sent back into Iraq 


or into Syria for the first time. 

In a rare display of pique, Obama 
responded defensively to reporters 
pressing him on whether his response 
to the Islamic State has been adequate. 

“Let’s assume that we were to send 
50,000 troops into Syria,’ Obama 
said at a news conference in Antalya, 
Turkey, after meeting with other world 
leaders at a G-20 summit. “What 
happens when there’s a terrorist attack 
generated from Yemen? Do we then 
send more troops into there? Or Libya, 
perhaps? Or if there’s a terrorist net- 
work that’s operating anywhere else — 
in North Africa, or in Southeast Asia? 
So a strategy has to be one that can be 
sustained.” 

Some defense analysts attribute 
Obama’s caution to the chaos that has 
followed earlier U.S. interventions and 
occupations in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
under President George W. Bush, along 
with the American-backed overthrow 
in Libya of that country’s late leader 
Moammar Gadhafi under Obama. 

Not all the criticism of the United 
States’ current course came from 


Republicans or politicians. 

Before Brennan issued his fresh 
warning, one of his former top aides 
prodded Obama to alter his policies. 

“T think it’s now crystal clear to us 
that our strategy, our policy vis-a-vis 
ISIS is not working and it’s time to look 
at something else,” Michael Morell, 
who served as CIA deputy director un- 
der Obama from May 2010 to August 
2013, told CBS’ “Face the Nation” 
program Sunday. 

Rep. Adam Schiff of California, 
senior Democrat on the House Intelli- 
gence Committee, urged Obama and 
Pentagon leaders to consider setting up 
a protected area in northern Syria, an 
idea they’ ve long opposed as requiring 
a substantial number of American 
ground troops to enforce. 

“I don’t think the answer is another 
massive American ground presence in 
either Iraq or Syria,” Schiff told NPR. 
“But I do think we’re going to have to 
explore things that we didn’t want to 
embark upon, such as a buffer zone or 
a safe zone. That allows the opposition 
to ISIS (a common acronym for the 
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Islamic State) to have a ground from 
which to be equipped and trained and 
organized.” 

Obama again used a series of ques- 
tions to reiterate his skepticism about a 
U.S.-enforced zone along the southern 
border of Turkey. 

“Who would come in, who could 
come out of that safe zone?” Obama 
asked. “How would it work? Would it 
become a magnet for further terrorist 
attacks? And how many personnel 
would be required, and how would it 
end? There’s a whole set of questions 
that have to be answered there.” 

The Obama administration took a 
smaller step in the immediate aftermath 
of the Paris attacks: Defense Secretary 
Ash Carter and Director of National In- 
telligence James Clapper provided their 
staffs “new instructions that will enable 
USS. military personnel to more easily 
share operational planning information 
and intelligence with our French coun- 
terparts,” according to Pentagon Press 
Secretary Peter Cook. 

— James Rosen, McClatchy Washing- 
ton Bureau, TNS 
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Another 


Step 
closer 


The Ad Hoc 
committee passed 
the proposal 

for executive 
compensation 
Tuesday. 


By Lynonita Warp 
Staff Writer 


The Associated Students Inc. 
Board of Controls Ad Hoc Com- 
mittee in their final meeting Mon- 
day unanimously voted to forward 
a proposal on executive pay to the 
Board of Control. 

The ad hoc committee was 
tasked with addressing the issue of 
executive pay after it was revealed 
that ASI President Jose Salazar, the 
university’s first undocumented 
president, was not being paid due 
to paperwork technicality. 

“One of our [Ad Hoc Commit- 
tee] charges is to make sure we in- 
clude everyone with the changes,” 
committee member Dale Lendrum 
said. 

The approval of the proposal 
may bring Salazar’s push for schol- 
arship-based compensation that 
much closer to being actualized. 

The proposal includes recom- 
mendations to reclassify executive 
pay as a scholarship, increase the 
number of executive positions and 
address executive workload con- 
cerns. 

During the meeting, commit- 
tee members seemed uncertain on 
definitional and logistical aspects 
of the policy at times. For exam- 
ple, there was much back and forth 
between members on issues relat- 
ed to status designation of undoc- 
umented students. Richard Hollar 
acknowledged the ambiguity say- 
ing “there is a confusion in not 
knowing which way it [the policy] 
reads.” 

Moments of silence permeat- 
ed the meeting, assumingly to al- 
low members time to gather their 
thoughts amidst the slew of bu- 
reaucratic lingo and technicalities. 
In some moments members resort- 
ed to phones for exact definition. 

Committee members discussed 
questions on the intent, interpre- 
tation and legality of the policy 
during the meeting. Specifically, 
they addressed whether the policy 
as written unintentionally excludes 
some groups of student and where 
the intent is to allow any student in 
an executive position, regardless of 
immigration status, to be compen- 
sated. Questions of the legality of 
the policy were also raised. Given 
that no legal counsel was present to 
provide expertise, ASI Executive 
Director Richard Hallar assured 
the committee that the policy will 
be reviewed by the CSU general 
counsel. 

Any changes to executive pay 
are pending senate approval and 
would not take effect until the next 
academic school year. Board of 
Control will meet Tuesday to dis- 
cuss the issue in the Senate Cham- 
bers in USU 234 at 3:30 p.m. 
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CSULB's Study Abroad Office's International Education Week will feature a series of events geared towards promoting studying abroad. 


Broadening horizons abroad 


In order to celebrate 
cultures around 

the world different 
departments came 
together to inform 
students. 


By Coiron MAINEs 
Staff Writer 


Booths with mini Flags and bright 
balloons covered the University Stu- 
dent Union Southwest Terrace on Mon- 
day as a festival to educate others about 
cultures around the world kicked off. 

The annual International Education 
Week began at California State Uni- 
versity, Long Beach with booths from 
Korean, Mexican and Indian organiza- 
tions on campus. 

“Really underscore for yourself and 
for us as an institution how important 
it is to remain engaged with the rest 
of the world and to remain connect- 
ed with cultures and peoples around 
the world,” said Terrence F. Graham, 
executive director of international pro- 
grams. 

The nearly 20-year-old event is a 
state department initiative that show- 
cases various cultures of students 
representing 95 countries around the 
world, Graham said. 

CSULB departments at the event 


included the American Language Insti- 
tution, which highlighted the Teaching 
English as a Foreign Language pro- 
gram. The program has students learn 
how to teach English for various grade 
levels, from primary to high school, in 
foreign countries, according Associate 
ALI director Sean Cochran. 

The Phi Beta Delta Internation- 
al Education Honor Society, which 
includes faculty, staff and students, 
also attended the festival. The honor 
society talked about any international 
engagement as well as the experienc- 
es of students that go to study or teach 
abroad, Chapter President Colette 
Redden said. 

The event itself had numerous as- 
pects such as booths that offered in- 
formation, snacks and activities from 
their native country, Korean Face 
Painting and multicultural dance per- 
formances. 

“This is an event that highlights our 
commitment as a university to be en- 
gaged globally,’ Graham said. “The 
tragic events this past weekend. have 
really driven home how interconnect- 
ed we all are.” 

In solidarity for the events in Paris, 
a number of volunteers wore ribbons 
with the French national colors on 
them. 

“Everything happening all over the 
world can touch us in different ways,” 
Graham said, “we are an environment 
that has a true appreciation for diversi- 
ty of all kinds.” 
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_ International Education Week events 


- International Scholarship & Fellowship Workshop 


Hl 


Location: Study Abroad Office 


When: Tuesday, 10-11 a.m. 


Wednesday, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Thursday, 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Friday, noon to | p.m. 


African Cultural Extravaganza 2015 
_Location: Beach Auditorium- USU 
When: Tuesday, noon to 2 p.m. 


“Perceptions of America” & “Studying Abroad” 
Location: Liberal Arts building 5, room 261 


When: Wednesday, 2-3 p.m. 


International Career Panel 


Location: Brotman Hall, room 250 


When: Thursday, 3-4:30 p.m. 


Global Water Dances 


Location: The Earl Burns Miller Japanese Garden 
When: Friday, 11:45a.m.to 12:45pm. __ 


Accessibility and reliability 


A panel discusses 
benefits and 
disadvantages of 
open data Monday. 


By Coron MAInEs 
Staff Writer 


An Open Data Panel at California 
State University, Long Beach dis- 
cussed the advantages and shortcom- 
ings of having public government data 
on Monday. 

The panel that Gwen Shaffer, an 
assistant professor of the Journalism 
and Mass Communications Depart- 
ment, moderated was meant to inform 
Long Beach citizens about open data, 
in this case government data; ask any 


opinions for Long Beach to integrate 
an open data service; and answer any 
questions or concerns they might have. 

Open data essentially refers to data 
that is available to the public whenever 
needed. This includes statistics about 
crimes, economic information and 
knowledge on necessary permits for 
construction or renovation. 

Ev Boyle, the founding director of 
civic tech at University of Southern 
California, started by explaining what 
open data is, and how data is constantly 
being researched and gathered for vari- 
ous purposes and the idea of open data 
is to allow it to become readily accessi- 
ble to the general public. 

Director of the Long Beach Innova- 
tion Team John Keisler said that he be- 
lieves that open data could allow small 
businesses, such as a new pizza place, 
access to information for business li- 


censing or demographics in the area. 

Doug Smith, a database editor for 
the Los Angeles Times, responded that 
he believed that “everything should be 
public,” except in regards to names of 
minors and victims of sexual abuse, 
but he noted that the analysts “post 
data that’s not really useful.” 

Smith acknowledged that as a re- 
porter he uses data to answer ques- 
tions and while public data will an- 
swer some questions, they may not 
answer all the ones the public might 
ask. For example he showed how a 
data set illustrates if you were to look 
up salaries of specific employees by 
name. The data will only give the 
salary, but not the position the person 
holds or their history within the com- 
pany, according to Smith. 

Nyariana Maiko, chief information 
officer for the Port of Long Beach, 


For the full list of events, visit 
ccpe.csulb.edu/cie-events 


wants to see data for the transport of 
customer products in “when the boats 
originate in Asia, pass through the ports 
of Long Beach, and then arrive to peo- 
ple like you.” 

Small businesses would like to re- 
ceive information on when they can get 
containers because they rely on certain 
products and this information would let 
me know exactly when they will arrive 
and plan around it, Maiko said. 

However, Maiko comments that 
“not every piece of data” is of impor- 
tance and are looking for “key perfor- 
mance indicators.” KPIs mean, accord- 
ing to Maiko, the data that will “make 
the most impact.” 

The panel served as an informative 
discussion of beneficial aspects of open 
data for the community as well as some 
things that could be improved upon 
with it. 
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STAN LEE 


The amazing, fantastic, incredible... 


CSULB students 
spend “An Evening 
with Stan Lee.” 


By NiccA PANGGAT 
Assistant News Editor 


Despite Stan Lee's constant claims 
of a boring history, his life through an 
economic depression, a World War and 
the creation of the Marvel Comics pow- 
erhouse speaks differently. 

Students and staff at California State 
University, Long Beach spent Monday 
evening with the legend himself, enjoy- 


ing stories born only from a past that 
spans over 90 years. 

Lee grew up in New York during 
the years of the Great Depression and 
World War II, using books as both an 
escape and an inspiration. Lee said 
that he read so often, he had a book 
stand by his dining table so he could 
read while he ate. Lee took that pas- 
sion for stories and started working 
for Timely Publications (laer Marvel 
Comics) at the young age of 17, fill- 
ing inkwells for the artists before later 
moving up to editing and writing. 

“I wasn't an editor at Marvel very 
long during World War II, because I 
enlisted in the army,’ Lee said. “But 


while I was there, it was lousy because 
I felt [like] I'm writing stories and oth- 
er guys are in the army winning the 
war or [at least] trying to” 

Lee eventually went on to create 
some of the industry’s most popular 
superheroes, like Spider-Man, Iron 
Man, the X-Men and the Fantastic 
Four. 

“None of my characters came from 
anybody that I know, they came from 
people that I thought I would like to 
know,’ Lee said. “Maybe Peter Parker 
was a little like me... I know I’m cer- 
tainly nothing like Iron Man? 

The stories Lee wrote put Marvel 
on the map by evening out the playing 


field and allowing new superheroes to 
compete with DC’s iconic Superman. 
Lee said that the new characters were 
created for children, but that he hoped 
adults would learn to enjoy them too. 

“To me, superhero stories are like 
fairytales for grownups,’ Lee said. 

William Salazar, the moderator and 
a program assistant for the University 
Student Union Program Council, said 
that Lee’s characters stuck with him 
from childhood to adulthood. 

“I was really excited [to interview 
Lee] in the beginning, but then when 
it got closer to the day I was kind of 
nervous, Salazar said. “Growing up, 
X-Men was pretty much everything 


to me” y 

Lee’s comics had a similar impact on 
many fans - Marvel shirts and hoodies 
showed up often across the sea of excit- 
ed, clieering college students. 

Though Lee clearly reveled in the 
adoration of the students at the event, 
he spoke his kindest words about his 
life outside of comic books. When 
asked about the one Marvel character 
he would marry if he could, Lee's first 
thought went to someone not currently 
in the funny pages. 

“The first thing I would have to do 
would be to make my wife a comic 
book character” Lee said. “I'm really 
rather fond of her? 


‘Fallout 4 is the first masterpiece of latest console generation 


It took two years, but the Xbox One 
and PlayStation 4 finally have their 
first generation-defining release in 
Bethesda Game Studios’ “Fallout 4.” 

“Fallout 4” brings everything we 
loved about what I consider to be the 
golden age of single-player role-play- 
ing games — that decade or so 
between “Final Fantasy X” and “Mass 
Effect 3” that saw the rise of the “Elder 
Scrolls,” “Star Wars: Knights of the 
Old Republic,” “BioShock,” “Dragon 
Age” and “Witcher” franchises. Every 
year between 2001 and 2012 brought 
us a massive blockbuster of an RPG 
with a rich storyline, beautiful imag- 
ery and compelling gameplay. 

The popularity and profitability of 
massively multiplayer online (MMO) 
games crippled this. “Elder Scrolls” 
and “Knights of the Old Republic” 
dropped out completely. “Final 
Fantasy” shifted its primary focus. 
Stellar “Dragon Age” and “Witcher” 
releases in the last year came close to 
capturing that old magic, but “Fallout 
4° edged them out. 

The post-apocalyptic titan edges 
out its remaining competitors with a 
hard-hitting beginning. 

Players have to download a massive 
file in order to fire up the game, but 
Bethesda Game Studios ensures the 
time isn’t wasted by showing hilarious 
but informative videos explaining 
what each character attribute effects 


— endurance gives you more health, 
strength allows you to hit harder and 
carry more and so on. 

The opening cinematic then 
punches players in the jaw with the 
best opening line in gaming: “War 
— War never changes.” Fans of the 
“Fallout” franchise or its spiritual 
predecessor “Wasteland” are instantly 
locked in and focused. We know the 
five-year wait is over. 

The story begins with a sunny, 
picturesque 1950s scene that we know 
will be shattered. Within 15 minutes, 
the main conflict is revealed. “Dragon 
Age: Inquisition” and “The Witcher 3: 
Wild Hunt” made us wait for a pur- 
pose, but the objective is immediately 
clear in “Fallout 4.” 

I emerged from the sterile, familiar 
vaults to find a bleak but beautiful 
world. The title’s true genius is the 
imagining of what Massachusetts 
would look like 300 years after 
nuclear war. This plot design allowed 
developers to mix WWII-era weap- 
ons, buildings, music and characters 
with futuristic elements. The resulting 
cocktail of nostalgia and science 
fiction creates a distinct feel perhaps 
only mirrored by “BioShock: Infinite” 
— one of the finest games ever made. 

The first real settlement I encoun- 
tered floored me. Diamond City is an 
unbelievably creative vision of what 
Boston’s Fenway Park would look like 


as a fortified town. The clubhouse is 
now a hotel. The Green Monster — 
Fenway’s massive left field fence — is 
part of the city’s wall. Diamond City’s 
mayor resides in a sky box. 

This experience continued 
throughout my travels in The Com- 
monwealth — the game’s version 
of Massachusetts. This setting also 
allowed the creators to place with the 
rich American history — specifically 
many great Revolutionary War events 
and locations — in addition to its 
weird sci-fi 50s era feel. 

A beautiful world needs a beautiful 
cast of characters to populate it, and 
“Fallout 4” delivers. Each of my many 
options for a traveling companion 
have unique personalities that lend to 
diverse interactions throughout the 
lengthy game. There are plenty of mu- 
tants, creatures, good guys, evildoers 
and robots to vaporize along the way. 
The bosses of the major quests could 
benefit from a bit more originality, 
but the game is almost never stale. 

All the other requisite features are 
present and accounted for. 

The gunplay is smooth and 
textbook “Fallout.” The dozens of de- 
structive options and modifications 
don’t quite reach the “Borderlands” 
level of over-the-top gunsmithing, 
but there’s enough here to vary your 
killing options. The progression 
system is a little overwhelming at 


Screenshot from “Fallout 4.” 


first, but it comes together nicely and 
makes sense across the board. The 
soundtrack is fantastic, and the voice 
acting — though a little stale during 
the title’s dramatic opening — rounds 
out by the end of the campaign. 

Its loading times are a little long, 
but that’s not a big deal. I use this 
time to remember that I have a life. I 
need to eat, drink and bathe. I have 
text messages to respond to. I even oc- 
casionally glance out the window and 
remember that a horrible real world 
exists and I am a part of it, but I don’t 
recommend that. 

The only real knock against 
“Fallout 4” is the graphics. It clearly 
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falls short to titles like “The Witcher 
3” and the last two “Call of Duty” 
games. In this case, I'll take the 
overwhelming substance over lifelike 
visuals. The graphics aren’t bad in 
their own right, and the wonderful 
art direction and style overshadow 
any specific deformities — like the 
main character’s hideous baby. 

A few minor flaws aren’t enough 
to downgrade its pristine status. 
“Fallout 4” is the closest stab at 
perfection the gaming world has 
seen in at least the last two years. It is 
a must-own practically every mature 
gamer in existence. 

— The Fresno Bee, TNS 
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Metal of imaginary restriction 


CSULB BFA student 
gallery borders the 
line between dividers. 


By SHAWNKIRA SANCHEZ 
Staff Writer 


Corroded metal bodies fill the 
gallery room, having been recov- 
ered from the base of a 150-foot 
cliff from the waters of Palos Verdes. 
From a car door, that seems to defy 
gravity, suspended in mid-air near a 
wall to a car engine laid out on a ta- 
ble upheld by green metal bins. Both 
may have once formed a part of an 
automobile body, but now, dissect- 
ed, have reincarnated into art. 

California State University, Long 
Beach fine arts major Diego Palacios 
aims to represent the physicality of 
metal in international borders in his 
gallery “Almost Always Half Way 
There” 

“These are not novel ideas,” said 
Palacios. “These are recurring 
themes for people who contemplate 
what borders are about. It’s actually 
quite absurd the idea that borders 
can [separate] people.” 

Made of metal and guarded by 
round-the-clock police enforce- 
ment, the Mexican-American bor- 
der is reflected in Palacios’ gallery. 

The gallery’s most prominent in- 
stallation invites visitors through 
a makeshift viewfinder where ‘the 
viewer sees video clips of the artist 
navigating the waters lying between 
Tijuana and the U.S. border. In the 
viewfinder is a clandestine camera 
that records the viewer's eye and 


projects it behind a model border 
made of dozens of parallel metal 
bars located above the viewfinder. 

“Everybody has something to pull 
from the concept of a border and 
what [the gallery] does is spark a 
conversation if nowhere but at least 
in their mind,” said Palacios. 

In lowering down to look through 
the viewfinder, visitors immediately 
feel diminutive before the towering 
border gate. 

“The effort of having to lower 
themselves to a scale of how the 
height of a person would be if they 
were staring up at the border,’ Pala- 
cios said. 

Palacios gave up a career ina solar 
panel company, swapping his instal- 
lation tool belt for the chance to cre- 
ate art installations. After 12 years 
out of school, he enrolled at CSULB 
to complete his BFA in sculpture. 

Palacios said his two most valu- 
able artistic tools are ones he always 
carries with him. 

“It's a toss up between my mind 
and my body because I feel really 
grateful that I can still use my body,’ 
Palacios said. 

“I know artists that suffer from 
some kind of physical ailment and 
they wished they can use their body 
more vigorously. I am grateful for 
my health, but I think I use my mind 
more. If for some reason I couldn't 
use my body anymore Id still be able 
to create art.” 

The CSULB School of Art dis- 
plays student galleries in Fine Arts 
building 2-4, with new exhibits each 
week. Palacios’ “Almost Always 
Halfway There” exhibit can be ex- 
perienced from noon to 5 p.m. on 
Tuesday and Thursday, and from 
noon to 7 p.m. on Wednesday. 


Q-and-A with 


Psych-rock is alive 
and well in Long 
Beach. 


By KEVIN FLORES 
Arts & Life Editor 


Acid-soaked, woozy, hard-driving, 
funkadelic: Long Beach band Plant 
Tribe not only hearken hard rock’s 
heyday but something older, ancient 
even. 

Deep motoric beats and soaring 
chant-like vocals pull the listener in 
directions that feel primal and natu- 
ral. Their newest LP “Late Noon” was 
released 

The Daily 49er exchanged emails 
with Plant Tribe vocalist/lyricist Jeff 
Ziemba and bassist/precisionist Phil 
Lemke. The following answers are a 
collective effort by Ziemba and Lem- 
ke. 

[Editor’s Note: Questions and an- 
swers have been lightly edited for clar- 
ity.] 


How did you end up in Long 
Beach? : 

Long Beach has cheap living and 
a good party scene as well as good 
record stores and good tacos. Phil is 
an alumnus of CSULB. When we first 
started jamming, a lot of our friends 
were living out here and playing in 


different bands that helped inspire us 
to get our own thing going. Lots of 
late night jams at the Tuff Shed and 
the Threat Lodge. That’s pretty much 
how we got started. 


Your music seems to be a fusion of 
a bunch of different styles/eras. How 
would you describe it? 

Basically we're just making a rock 
‘ny roll soup. We all throw our own 
ingredients in, but the soup doesn't 
necessarily taste like its ingredients. It 
tastes like its own soup. 


In terms of music labels and tour- 
ing, what is like get your type of mu- 
sic out there... what have been some 
difficulties, if any? 

The touring aspect of the under- 
ground rock ‘n’ roll scene is still very 
DIY. If you want to play shows out 
of town, the best way is to start by 
looking at the bands you like and hit 
them up. You'll start slow, but you get 
the hang of it as you go. As for labels, 
we've been lucky to land where we 
have. We are really grateful that we've 
struck a chord with a few people and 
they have decided to put our stuff out. 
As far as cool underground labels go, 
many thanks to Doug from Space 
Chant, Evert from Under The Gun, 
Parker from Creme Tangerine and 
Christian from Who Can You Trust? 


I sense a lot of your music comes 
from jamming. Collectively, how did 
you find your particular sound? 


band Pl 


Jamming, home demoing and re- 
fining is our usual process for writing 
songs. Everyone collaborates on the 
music while Jeff writes most lyrics 
with occasional collaboration from 
Phil. When we started Plant Tribe, we 
all came together digging on heavy 
psychedelic sounds, funky big city 
grooves, as well as international prog 
and dance music. Some of our earli- 
est influences that we still maintain 
are Magic Lantern, Jimi Hendrix, 
Spacemen 3, Mandrill, Dead Meadow, 
Amanaz and Flower Travellin’ Band. 


What are some of your non-musi- 
cal influences? 

Hot dogs, salami, bacon, fine whis- 
key, fine literature, fine art, rough 
camping and world-class pot, cheap 
thrills. Basically anything that gives 
you cancer. 


What do you hope your music does 
for listeners? 

We try to create fantasylands like 
some of our favorite bands of yore. 
Hopefully people just vibe out and can 
let go some of the day-to-day bullsh-t. 


Are there any bands/musicians 
youd like to give a shout out to or that 
readers should be looking out for? 

JOY, Glitter Wizard, Buffalo Tooth 
Banquet, Queen Crescent, Occult 
Wisdom, Babylon, Wild Honey, 
Loom, Red Wizard, Lords of Beacon 
House, Fogg, Time & Energy, Evan 
Geesman, Pleasure, Highlands, Sweat 


Lodge, The Golden Grass, The Beatles, 
Uriah Heep and YES. 


You can catch Plant Tribe alongside 
San Diego stoner rock band Red Wiz- 
ard at Pierview Pub in Oceanside on 
Dec. 12. 


Reformed car thief, turned 
artist, CSULB student Diego 
Palacio has an exhibit called 
“Almost Halfway There,” 
displaying car parts molded by 
the sea. 


Epwarp SINGLETON | Datty 49ER 


“Late Noon” | Space CHANT RECORDS 


Plant Tribe’s record release par- 
ty for their first LP “Late Noon” will 
be held at Dyzzy On Vynyl in Long 
Beach on Dec. 18. 

The “Late Noon” LP can also be 
ordered online at spacechantrecords. 
bigcartel.com right now. 
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Social media and selective activism 


ssi 


MIRANDA ANDRADE-CEJA 
Staff Writer 


hen worldwide 
tragedies hit, one 
can always expect 
a response from 
social media. 
That is, at least when the victims of 
this tragedy aren't associated with the 
religion of Islam. 

On Thursday, a double suicide 
bombing in a primarily Shiite 
residential area of Southern Beirut 
claimed the lives of at least 43 people. 
More than 200 were left wounded, 
according to the Lebanese Health 
Ministry, and the attack was the worst 
to hit the city of Beirut in years. ISIS 
planned this act of terrorism. 

On Friday, at least 129 people were 
killed in a string of terrorist attacks 
in Paris, including a California State 
University, Long Beach student. The 
attack left 352 injured, and was carried 
out by ISIS as well. 

Both countries were left in carnage- 
fueled chaos, and even now, the 
manhunt for the perpetrators of these 
vicious acts goes on. Social media was 
quick to respond. 

The reactions of social media outlets 
such as Tumblr, Facebook and Snapchat 
are worth speaking to. Very seldom 
do we try to understand the massive 
influence social media outlets have on 
us, regardless of age. 

These particular outlets offered a 
variety of graphics and features to show 
their solidarity with the French people, 
whether a logo sporting the colors 
of the French flag or a “safety check” 
feature for those living in Paris—these 
outlets have made one thing abundantly 
clear. 


Social media outlets don't care about 
Arab lives. 

There was no “safety check” option 
on Facebook for people within 
Lebanon. You can’t do an overlay of the 
Lebanese flag over your profile picture. 
The news of the 43 lives lost is glossed 
over, shrugged off as a tragedy, but 
something that is inevitable in “those 
parts” of the world. 


Reports. And this was only in the 
United States. 

So what happens when social media 
outlets don’t value Arab lives? 

The very real Islamophobia that 
exists within our country is solidified. 
We don't pay attention to the 
bloodshed that takes place in countries 
that our government has raised us 
to believe are inherently violent. We 


This doesn't simply treat these lives as 
go for Arab lives. something abstract; 
While social media we see them as 
canta - FI a g -ove rl ay sae ne 
show their sup : unworthy of grief. 
when Al Qaeda- fi ilters and It isn’t to say that 
oe ee hit “Sa fe ty c heck” we neon BS 

satirical magazine i t 
eta of fe eatures not ie ae slices 
Charlie Hebdo, they extended to that doesn’t mean 
ccna counteles ae 
riots that shook the inter pre te d as has been little-to-no 
country. “inherentl y response from social 

There's a very clear iol ” media platforms in 
divergence from how violent. regards to the daily 
social media reacts attacks against the 
to tragedies inflicted Palestinian people. 
on white populations There is no 
and tragedies grieving for the 


inflicted on people of color. 

Speaking in specific to the religion of 
Islam, anti-Muslim sentiments within 
the United States comes as no real 
surprise. 

With the “war against terrorism” 
that President Bush waged after 9/11, 
fear and racism seems to fuel the way 
Americans view Muslims. Since the 
attack on the World Trade Center in 
2001, anti-Muslim hate crimes went 
from 20 to 30 attacks a year before 2001 
to 500 attacks that year, according to the 
Washington Post. 

Even now, anti-Muslim hate crimes 
hover at the 100-150 range each year, 
according to the FBI’s Uniform Crime 


innocent Pakistani people that 
President Obama’ drones kill. The anti- 
Muslim sentiment in the United States 
both offline and online cannot continue 
to be ignored. 

Social media never is just social 
media. We often underestimate the 
impact that these platforms have on 
our daily lives; however, to do so is to 
allow the power these platforms hold go 
unchecked and unevaluated. 

The selective grieving social media 
outlets portray is harmful in that it 
picks and chooses which lives are worth 
grieving over, and so often the lives that 
arent “worth” the grief are the lives that 
are constantly lost. 


s Twin suicide 
= bombings kill 
s and wound 
| dozens 


Locator map of Beirut, Lebanon where twin suicide bombs kill and wound 
dozens. 


As borders lock down: Europe's new refugee crisis 


Before the staggering terrorist at- 
tacks on Paris, Europe was struggling 
with a refugee crisis: tens of thousands 
of Syrian refugees seeking shelter as 
they fled war in their homeland. By 
Sunday, as details emerged on the 
terrorists who had assaulted one of 
the world’s grand capitals, Europe 
had a vastly more profound refugee 
crisis. Authorities say that one of 
the suicide bombers was carrying a 
Syrian passport, issued in Greece on 
an emergency basis. He arrived as a 
refugee with no papers and left with 
a passport that allowed him to travel 


from Greece to Serbia, Macedonia and 
eventually to France. The attacks, and 
the news that one perpetrator appar- 
ently was embedded among refugees, 
fueled angry right-wing protests in 
France over the weekend. Pressure 
grew on political leaders across Eu- 
rope to slam the door on a European 
Union plan to shelter 160,000 refugees 
among member states. Poland’s new 
government announced after the 
attacks that it won’t accept the refugee 
quotas set by the EU. The debate leapt 
across the Atlantic. Republican U.S. 
Rep. Peter King of New York urged 


the White House to suspend its plan 
to accept up to 10,000 Syrian refugees 
over the next year. He disputed the 
administration’s contention that 
“robust vetting procedures” would 
screen out potential terrorists. “There’s 
virtually no vetting because there 

are no databases in Syria,” he said. 
“There are no government records. 
We don’t know who these people are.” 
True, refugees don’t leave Syria with 
their papers up to date and perfectly 
authenticated. They’re fleeing for their 
lives, with the possessions that they 
can carry or wheel behind them. The 


nucleus of the assault on Paris may 
turn out to be homegrown terrorists, 
though. The suspect with the Syrian 
passport, apparently under a false 
identity, was one of as many as two 
dozen jihadists in what the Associated 
Press says was a sleeper cell. Three of 
the suspects were French citizens, two 
of whom had been living in Bel- 
gium. Few details have been released 
about the rest of those involved. The 
humanitarian crisis created by tens 

of thousands of people fleeing Syria 
won't neatly resolve itself by closing 
national borders. Winter approaches. 


The refugees need to be sheltered and 
fed. As French warplanes on Sunday 
pounded Raqaga, the Syrian center of 
Islamic State operations, with more 
concerted efforts to come, the pros- 
pects grow that even more refugees 
will flee. Many of them will have to be 
sheltered on foreign soil. The changing 
dynamic might give more impetus to 
a complicated task: establishing a safe 
haven on Syrian soil. The prospects for 
the refugees grow more grim shelter in 
place or take a long trek to an increas- 
ingly hostile Europe. 

— Chicago Tribune, TNS 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


84. Used Car For Sale 


Dodge Stratus 1997 86k stick shift 4Door 
grey $2500 Best offer. 4 cyl 562-434-1942 or 
831-540-5610 


35. Employment Opportunites 


Part time job available for student who is 
studying and/or has some experience with 
business marketing for a private practice 
Licensed Marriage Family Therapist. Computer 
skills (Mac), office assistance/organizational 
skills needed as well. Up to 10 hours weekly 
for $14 per hour. Days and hours to be 
determined. Location is in my office which is 
about three miles from the CSULB campus. 
Would like someone who has some morning 
and afternoon hours available. Contact 
Christine Alisa at 

(562) 619-5883 or chris@Christinealisa.com 


PLAYING 


Temp job 2 wks, Retail fixturing. $12/hr. 
Own transportation needed. Call for appt. 
time. (888) - 678 - 8966. 


GYMNASTICS & CHEER TUMBLING 
COACHES WANTED. Looking for fun, 
reliable and experienced coaches for part- 
time AM/PM hours. *Up to $20 per hour 
depending on EXPERIENCE. Please email 
resume or inquiry to kidnastics@gmail:com 


PARTICIPANTS WANTED FOR RESEARCH STUDY 
Young men & women are wanted for a study on 
health-related behaviors. 

Participants must be ages 18-20. 

Earn up to $200 if eligible! 

Visit  http://depts.washington.ed/uwepic/ or 
email Project Epic at uwepic@uw.edu for more 
information. 


Earn extra money this holiday 
season working part-time for 
vivir. High-paying, great 


resume experience. Call now to 
learn more: 562.731.0751 
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MicHAEL Ares | Datty 49ER 


Sophomore striker Ashley Gonzales (14), who led the 49ers with eight goals this season, takes on junior Tatum Lockett (17) in LBSU’s 1-0 win over UC Riverside on Novy. 5 at Titan Stadium in Fullerton. 


Column 


Rising from the ashes 


LBSU soccer is over this season, but signs point to a quick resurgence in 2016. 


he Long Beach State 

women’s soccer team’s 

season came to a close 

with a 1-0 loss to Santa 

Clara in round one of 
the NCAA Tournament on Saturday, 
but the 49ers have plenty to get excit- 
ed about for next season. 

Head coach Mauricio Ingrassia said 
before the season that he had his sights 
set on something more than a simple 
tournament appearance. After he led 
the 49ers to the Elite Eight in 2011, 
anything less than a Final Four spot 
this year could’ve meant failure. 

However, Ingrassia also said after 
his team’s loss to Fullerton in the Big 
West Tournament final that the confer- 
ence plays out in cycles. The confer- 
ence could be stepping into the era of 


The 49ers scored 


the 49ers, beginning next season. 
Here’s some information to keep in 
mind while looking ahead at 2016. 


Big results 

LBSU had a few big wins and 
showings against some of the top 
teams in the nation this season. 

The 49ers set the tone from the very 
start by picking up a huge upset win 
over then No. 4 UCLA on Aug. 21 in 
front of a record-breaking crowd of 
2,232 in the first game of the season. 

LBSU followed the win over the 
Bruins up by shutting USC out, in Los 
Angeles, in a 0-0 draw on Sept. 13. 
Four days later the 49ers picked up 
a 2-2 draw away at Cincinnati, then 
three days after that LBSU brought 
back a 1-0 win over then No. 21 De- 


goals and allowed only l 5 


this season. 


By Josh Barajas 
Sports Editor 


Paul from Chicago. 

In the first game of league play, 
LBSU outplayed Fullerton in every 
way in a 1-0 overtime win on Oct. 
4. Then, with the Big West regular 
season championship on the line, the 
49ers got a clutch 1-0 win away at 
CSUN on Oct. 22. 


Sticking around 

The players that will be returning 
for the 2016 season must have Ingras- 
sia rubbing his hands together like a 
mad scientist. 

This season’s All-Big West First- 
Team selections Mimi Rangel, Ash- 
ley Gonzales, Second-Team selection 
Ashton McKeown and All-Freshman 
Team selection Rocio Rodriguez are 
all returning. 


Junior midfielder Celeste Domin- 
guez and junior fullback Mimi Akaogi 
quietly played 1,925 and 1,613 min- 
utes, respectively. Ingrassia rarely 
pulled them from the field because 
they were some of the most consistent 
and reliable players on the team this 
entire season. 

The 49ers also have breakout play- 
ers in waiting in sophomore midfield- 
er Jessica Vincent, freshman striker 
Fatmata Kamara and freshman goalie 
Imani McDonald to look forward to. 
Vincent led the team with six assists, 
Kamara contributed with three goals 
and McDonald made 27 saves and 
piled up three shutouts in five starts. 


Biggest question 
The only hole the 49ers need to 


worry about this offseason is in the 
backline. With the departure of senior 
defenders Melanie Fox and Val Mar- 
gerum, whoever steps in will have 
some big cleats to fill. 

Fox and Margerum ranked first 
and second on the team with 2,046 
and 1,966 total minutes played this 
season. Both players not only played 
nearly every minute, they were also 
key components in one of the best de- 
fenses in the nation. 

LBSU boasted a 27th ranked goals- 
against average in the country at .652 
after allowing just 15 goals in 22 
games; also the best percentage in the 
Big West. The 49ers also produced 
a 21st ranked shutout percentage of 
.545 with 12 shutouts, most in the Big 
West, on the season. 


The women forced 


They had 6 All-Big West Selections. i a 


shute@uts. 


